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SUBJECT: ECHEVERRIA REMARKS ABOUT MEETING OF FOREIGN MINISTERS 

1. SUMMARY. PRES. ECHEVERRIA, INTERVIEWED IN YUGOSLAVIA 
AT CONCLUSION OF EUROPEAN TOUR, SAID HE THOUGHT 'OLD AND 
LACERATING" PROBLEM OF PANAMA CANAL WOULD BE "ESSENTIAL PROBLEM" 
AT NEXT WEEK'S MFM IN MEXICO. ALSO IMPORTANT WOULD BE QUESTION 

OF MULTINATIONAL CORPORATIONS. IN GENERAL, HE SAID, VIS-A-VIS 
THE U.S. "WE OF LATIN AMERICA ARE THE DISUNITED STATES OF THE 
SOUTH". END SUMMARY. 

2. PRESIDENT LUIS ECHEVERRIA. IN FEB 15 PRESS CONFERENCE IN 
BELGRADE AS HE CONCLUDED EUROPEAN TOUR, REPLIED AT LENGTH TO 
REPORTER'S QUESTION ABOUT UPCOMING MEETING OF LATIN AMERICAN 
FOREIGN MINISTERS WITH SECRETARY KISSINGER IN MEXICO CITY. 

3. IN HIS REPLY, ECHEVERRIA BEGAN BY NOTING "FACT THAT, 

VIS-A-VIS THE UNITED STATES OF NORTH AMERICA, WE ARE THE 
DISUNITED STATES OF THE SOUTH IN LATIN AMERICA." TURNING TO 
AGENDA, HE SAID THAT AMONG MANY IMPORTANT QUESTIONS TO BE 
ANALYZED, "SURELY THE MOST IMPORTANT" WOULD BE TO DEFINE 
"THAT OLD AND LACERATING QUESTION OF THE PANAMA CANAL", ON 
WHICH MEXICO DURING THE THREE YEARS OF HIS ADMINISTRATION 
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4. ONLY OTHER AGENDA ITEM ECHEVERRIA SPECIFICALLY MENTIONED 
WAS THAT OF ACTIVITIES OF MULTINATIONAL CORPORATIONS IN 
LATIN AMERICA. HE SAID HEART OF PROBLEM IS THAT WHILE "OUR 
COUNTRIES SHOULD, AND WANT TO, PURSUE THEIR AUTONOMOUS 
ECONOMIC GROWTH" AND NEED FOREIGN INVESTMENT IN ORDER TO DO 
SO, "THEIR CULTURES ARE FREQUENTLY DEFORMED BY (MULTINATIONALS') 
COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING; THE ECONOMY OF EACH COUNTRY SHOULD 
CONFORM TO THAT COUNTRY'S SPIRIT, IDIOSYNCRACIES AND OBJECTIVES, 
WHEREAS THE MULTINATIONAL CORPORATIONS WERE BORN TO EARN GREATER 
PROFITS FROM COUNTRIES IN WHICH THEY OPERATE, WHICH IS LOGICAL.... 

PURE DEVELOPMENT, ECONOMIC GROWTH FOR ITS OWN SAKE, CAN HAVE 

A PROFOUNDLY DEFORMING EFFECT ON THE NATURE OF A COUNTRY". 

5. ECHEVERRIA WENT ON TO STATE THAT AIM OF MFM SHOULD BE TO 
ALLOW DISCUSSION OF THESE AND OTHER PROBLEMS, PERMITTING GREATER 
UNDERSTANDING ON BASIS OF MUTUAL RESPECT. (IN REPLY TO 
SEPARATE QUESTION CONCERNING OPPOSITION TO HIS PROPOSED CHARTER 
OF ECONOMIC RIGHTS AND DUTIES, ECHEVERRIA SAID THERE HAD BEEN 
"INDIFFERENCE AND LACK OF COMPREHENSION BY U.S., USSR, JAPAN 

AND EEC, WHICH FREQUENTLY DID NOT UNDERSTAND PROBLEMS OF 
THIRD- WORLD COUNTRIES", ALTHOUGH RECENT DEVELOPMENTS SUCH AS 
ENERGY CRISIS AND RAW-MATERIAL SHORTAGES HAVE BROUGHT ABOUT 
IMPORTANT CHANGES IN THIS SITUATION.) 

6. FINALLY, ECHEVERRIA SAID THAT IN HIS FEB 21 OPENING ADDRESS 
TO MFM HE WOULD SPEAK OF "MEXICAN CONVICTION" THAT THERE CAN 
BE NO REAL ECONOMIC GROWTH IF THERE ARE NO CONSTITUTIONAL 
LIBERTIES, AND THAT "OUR COUNTRIES" CAN ONLY DEVELOP THOSE 
LIBERTIES BY LIVING IN ACCORD WITH THOSE CONSTITUTIONAL 
PRINCIPLES PROCLAIMED WHEN THEY ACHIEVED INDEPENDENCE. 

JOVA 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESIDENT, PETROLEUM, MEETING AGENDA, ECONOMIC GROWTH, FOREIGN MINISTERS MEETINGS, PRESS CONFERENCES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 16 FEB 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974MEXIC001380 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: MEXICO 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740227/aaaaaywy.tel 

Line Count: 93 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION ARA 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: shawdg 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 06 MAR 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <06 MAR 2002 by elbezefj>; APPROVED <29 NOV 2002 by shawdg> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ECHEVERRIA REMARKS ABOUT MEETING OF FOREIGN MINISTERS 
TAGS: PFOR, OCON, XM. MX, US, PANAMA CANAL, (ECHEVERRIA ALVAREZ, LUIS) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



